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Genesis 1-12

Introduction

The questions of “where did we come from?” and “why is this world the way it is?” has teased human thinkers for thousands of years. The only true answer can surely only come from the One who made all things and sustains all things. In this world the only place to find the answer is in the words He has given us, the Bible.

In these studies we will study the early accounts of the creation of all things, including humans. We will see how through human rebellion, the original order of things has been severely compromised. This is all seen with the backdrop of the God of grace and love, who continues to preserve humans in spite of their recklessness and rebellion.

These studies have been written so as to be used in individual and group study. Some of the questions may seem quite difficult and there may be terms and concepts which you don’t understand. If you would like more information please contact us on 9999 1495 or 9979 3475.

We pray that as you study these passages, that your eyes we be opened to the wonderful Creator and Sustainer of all things.


Genesis 1

Day 1

Read Genesis 1–2:3

Try to imagine the beginning of creation with darkness and formless world.    ……….Share your thoughts.

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He is both Creator and King.

Day 2

Read Genesis 1–2:3

According to the Bible –

How did the world come into being?

Who made it?  See also John 1:1-3 and verse 14.  Hebrew 1:1-3

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He has given us both place and purpose.

Day 3

Read Genesis 1–2:3

Compare Genesis 1:1-3 with John 1:1-3.  Can you see the trinity in creation?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He has given us each other.

Day 4

Read Genesis 1–2:3

Verse 14/Why are the two lights God created not called the sun and moon?

What is their function and purpose?

Prayer

Thank and praise God forgiving us the universe. 

Day 5

Read Genesis 1–2:3 

The world will tell you that there was no creation and that things randomly came into existence.  Discuss the Bible’s  claims in light of Proverbs 8:22-31.

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He is behind all things in creation.

Day 6

Read Genesis 1–2:3 

Job chapters 38 and 39 and Isaiah chapter 40 tell in more detail of God’s marvellous creation.  Why don’t people believe in him?   See Romans 1:18-32 and John 3:19-20.

Prayer

Thank and praise God that we can see His glory in creation.

Day 7

Read Genesis 1–2:3 

God rested.

Meditate on God’s glory.  Try to get into perspective who God is and what He has made.  We tend even as Christians to take God for granted or bring him down to our limited thinking.  Spend some time this next week in prayer and praise for our creator and saviour.

Prayer

Thank and praise God that we have the privilege of being in His presence.


Genesis 2

Day 1

Read Genesis 2:4-25

What is significant about this account of the creation of the first man compared to Genesis 1. Look at 1:26-28. What does it mean to be made in the ‘image of God’?

The Hebrew words for ‘man’ and ‘ground’ are similar – adam and adama.  Look closely at verse 7.
How would you describe the relationship that exists between the man and God and man and the ground?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He is both Creator and King.

Day 2

Read Genesis 2:4-25

Look especially at verses 8-17. What sort of environment does God provide for the man? What tasks is he to perform in his environment? How does this compare with 1:27-31? How would you describe his relationship with God? Are there any conditions? How would you describe the man’s relationship with his environment?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He has given us both place and purpose.

Day 3

Read Genesis 2:4-25

Look especially at verses 18-25. What was the purpose in creating the man’s companion? How does the man view his new companion?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He has given us each other.

Day 4

Read Genesis 2:4-25

Look especially at verses 8-17. What do you think it means to be ‘one flesh’? The Hebrew term for ‘cleave’ or ‘join’ means to ‘glue’. From these verses how should we view marriage?

Look up Matthew 19:3-10. What did Jesus have to say about marriage?

Prayer

Thank and praise God for marriages. 

Day 5

Read Genesis 2:4-25 

The Garden of Eden was the meeting place between God and mankind. There are some interesting parallels between Eden and the later sanctuaries i.e. tabernacle and Jerusalem temple.

1. the Lord God walks in Eden as He does later in the tabernacle (3:8; Lev 26:12; Deut 23:15; 2 Sam 7:6-7).

2. Eden and the later sanctuaries are entered from the east and guarded by Cherubim (3:24; Exod 25:18-22; 26:31; 1 Kgs 6:23-29).

3. The menorah probably symbolizes the tree of life (2:9; 3:22; Exod 25:31-35).

4. The Hebrew words to ‘work it and take care of it’ in 2:15 are only used of the duties of Levites in the sanctuary (Num 3:7-8; 8:26; 18:5-6).

5. The river in 2:10 is reminiscent of Ezek 47:1-12.

6. The gold and onyx in 2:11-12 were used in the priestly garments and to decorate the sanctuary (Exod 25:7,11,17,31)  

Prayer

Thank and praise God that we have the privilege of being in His presence.

Day 6

Read Genesis 2:4-25; Revelation 21, 22

What similarities and differences are there between the Eden in Genesis 2 and the new heavenly “Eden” in Revelation 21, 22? How can we account for the differences?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that he is both Creator and King.

Day 7

Read Genesis 2:4-25

How would you describe the different relationships in 

Genesis 2 i.e. between God and mankind; man and woman; mankind and the environment?

How does this affect your attitude to these relationships?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He has created us to have a relationship with Him, each other and to care for our environment.

Genesis 3

Day 1

Read Genesis 3

Look closely at verses 1 to 7. 

Who is the serpent mentioned here? Look at Rev 12:9 and 20:2.

The Hebrew words for ‘crafty’ and ‘naked’ (see 2:25) are almost the same. What do you think is being implied by the use of these terms?

What technique(s) does the serpent use to deceive the woman?

What are his arguments? Are they justified? (see 2:16,17)

Are there situations in our own lives when we are similarly deceived? How do you overcome them?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that in Him we the only source of truth.

Day 2

Read Genesis 3

Look closely at verses 8 to 13. 

In verse 8 we have this idyllic picture of the Lord God walking in the garden. What does this suggest about the level of relationship between mankind and God in the garden? Can you think of a time when God once again walked amongst His people? How was their response compared to the first man and woman?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that in Him we the only source of truth.

Day 3

Read Genesis 3

Look closely at verses 8 to 13. 

How many opportunities doe God give to the man to ‘own up’? What excuses does the man give? 

Do you think they are justified?

What excuse does the woman give?

In what ways are we like the first man and woman? 

Can you think of examples in your own life?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He continually gives us opportunities to turn back to Him.


Day 4

Read Genesis 3

Look closely at verses 14 to 15.

What is being foretold in these verses?

‘Dust’ was seen to be symbolic of death. What does this imply about the serpent’s activity in verse 14?

Is verse 15 merely referring to the relationship between people and snakes? (see Rom 16:20) What future event may it be looking forward to?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that ultimately we have victory in Christ.

Day 5

Read Genesis 3

Look closely at verses 16 to 19 

What are the consequences of human rebellion for childbirth/marriage relationships?

How does this compare with 2:23-25?

Can you think of examples in the rest of Scripture where we see the corruption of the marriage relationship?

Are things any better in our ‘modern’ world?

What has become of man’s relationship with the ground?

How does this compare with the situation in chapter 2?

Will man be able to work his way out of this peril? Why?

Prayer

Pray that God will help our marriages to grow to what they were originally intended.

Day 6

Read Genesis 3

Look closely at verses 20 to 24 

What is the significance of Adam naming his wife Eve?

What is the significance of God providing clothing? Is covering their ‘nakedness’ significant?

Why are they cast out of the garden?

Is there any prospect of return? Why?

Prayer

Thank and praise God for His grace inspite of our sin.


Day 7

Read Genesis 3

What relationships have been broken down in the garden? 

Does the rebellion of Adam and Eve in any way affect us? How? (see Rom 5:12-21; 1 Cor 15:20-28)

Is there any way our relationship with God can be restored?

Is there any way creation can be ‘fixed’?

(see Rom 8:19-25; Col 1:20; 2 Cor 5:17-21; Eph 1:7-10)

How is Christ important in creation?

(see John 1:1-14; Col 1:15-17;  1 Cor 8:6)

Look at Revelation 21-22

Compare and contrast the garden on Eden with the future ‘garden’ in the book of Revelation. How can you account for the differences?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He is King of kings and Lord of lords and that we have an eternal place in His future kingdom through Jesus Christ.


Genesis 4

Day 1

Read Genesis 4

What sort of character does Genesis 4 portray of Cain and Abel?

Some important insight: Cain’s name means ‘to get’, Abel means ‘vanity or mere breath’.

Read Hebrews 11:4 for more on Abel’s character.

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He is merciful inspite of our sin and rebellion.

Day 2

Read Genesis 4

How does Cain’s wrong belief in God affect his behaviour and emotions?

What is important in the way we give to God?

Can you think of other Scripture passages that teach us about our giving? (see Rom 12:1)

Prayer

Thank and praise God that we have the opportunity to offer Him our lives. 

Day 3

Read Genesis 4

In verses 6 to 7 how do you see God reacting to Cain’s initial sin?

How does Cain respond? How could he have responded?

How do you react when someone suggests you have done wrong?

Prayer

Pray that we will recognize our own sin and always be willing to ask for forgiveness.

Day 4

Read Genesis 4

What parallel do you see in Genesis 4:9 and Genesis 3:9-10? How does Cain’s answer differ?

What can we learn from the way Cain responded?

Prayer

Pray that we will learn to be honest with ourselves and honest with God.

Day 5

Read Genesis 4

How does God still show compassion on Cain even in judgment?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He is still merciful even when we only deserve punishment.

Day 6

Read Genesis 4; Romans 6:1-14; 8:1-14; 

2 Corinthians 5:10

How is Romans 6 similar to the example of Cain?

What is our motivation to stop sinning?

Did Cain have the same choice?

What was the result of Cain’s choice?

What will be the result of our choice?

Prayer

Pray that we will recognize our own sin and always be willing to ask for forgiveness.

Day 7

Read Genesis 4

Look back at the first four chapters of Genesis.

How have things changed?

Look at 4:17-24. Have things improved? Compare this situation to Romans 1:18-32.

If you were in God’s shoes, what do you think you would do at this point?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He is sovereign and has an eternal plan for us that is fulfilled in Jesus Christ.


Genesis 5

Day 1

Read Genesis 5

Look carefully at verses 1 to 2. Compare these verses with 1:26,27.

What is significant about this statement?

What is significant about the ‘blessing’ in verse 2?

What does it suggest about God’s view of fallen mankind?

In what ways are things now different/similar from the situation in chapters 1 and 2. 

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He still pours out His grace on us in spite of our sin.

Day 2

Read Genesis 5

Look also again at 1:26-28.

To what degree is the command of 1:28 fulfilled in chapter 5?

What’s missing? 

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He still pours out His grace on us in spite of our sin.

Day 3

Read Genesis 5

Verses 3 to 32 is a genealogy.

What do you think is the significance of this genealogy? 

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He still allows us to be fruitful in spite of our sin.

Day 4

Read Genesis 5

Look at the ages of the descendents listed in the genealogy. What do you notice? What do you think is the significance of this? How would you explain this? (see 4:26)

What was the end result for each of these descendents?

Was this God’s original purpose? (look again at chapter 2)

How do you explain what happened to Enoch?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He still pours out His grace on us in spite of our sin.


Day 5

Read Genesis 5

In the book of Genesis there are two main types of genealogies. There are linear genealogies, which list the descendents in the main family line (5:1;11:10). There are also segmented genealogies that provide details of some of the minor participants (10:1; 25:12; 36:1,9). The genealogies serve to give us a ‘bird’s eye picture’ of the history of God’s people. They also have a greater purpose in historically outlining the fulfillment of God’s purposes (see 1:26-28).

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He works through history to fulfill His purposes.

Day 6

Read Genesis 5

Look at 4:25 closely. Closely linked to the genealogies in Genesis is the frequent use of the Hebrew word zera which is best translated ‘seed’. It occurs 59 times in Genesis and 172 times in the rest of the Old Testament. Unfortunately the NIV translates it in a variety of ways – the common terms are descendents, offspring, seed, children, family, grain, people, semen. In 4:25 it is translated as child. The term ‘seed’ is important in the rest of Genesis and throughout the Old Testament as it points ultimately to Christ (see Rom 1:3; 

2 Tim 2:8).

Prayer

Thank and praise God that His promised seed is the Saviour of the world.

Day 7

Read Genesis 5

Spend some time discussing your own personal genealogy. This may involve your family or generations of Christians before you. How has those before you been a part of the process of you coming to know Christ?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that through our forefathers He has brought us the Gospel.


Genesis 6-8

Day 1

Read Genesis 6:1-7,11-13I

In the next three chapters we will leave the genealogy and zoom in on the life of Noah. 
Why is God angry with humanity? What sin have they committed? In what ways is our society similar?

There are no conclusive explanations as to who were the ‘sons of God’ – they could be describing angels or heavenly beings, kings of the Ancient Near East, or the ‘sons of God’ could be referring to those in the line of Seth intermarrying with the ‘daughters of men’ – those in the line of Cain.

Either way it was an abomination against God. The period of grace and blessing seen in the genealogy in chapter 5 appears to have come to an end.

What does God decide to do?

Is there a time limit?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He is a holy God who judges the wicked.

Day 2

Read Genesis 6:8-22

Why did God find favour with Noah?

What was Noah instructed to do and why?

How is the ‘flood’ viewed in the New Testament? (see Matt 24:37-39; Heb 11:7; 1 Pet 3:20-21; 2 Pet 2:5; 2 Pet 3:6)

Prayer

Thank and praise God that in spite of our deserving judgment we are rescued through Christ.

Day 3

Read Genesis 7

Imagine the chaos portrayed in this chapter.

Look again at chapter 1.

How is this account a reversal of creation account in chapter 1? Are these similarities more than a coincidence? Why?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He creates out of nothing and renews what is decayed.


Day 4

Read Genesis 7

Forty days and forty nights was often a critical period in redemptive history (see Dt 9:11; Mt 4:1-11). In what ways do we see God’s redemptive work in this account?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He provides the only true redemption in Christ.

Day 5

Read Genesis 8

Look again at chapter 1. In what way do we have an act of recreation in this chapter.  Note the similarities and differences.

How is this a new beginning?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He has made us new creatures in Christ Jesus.

Day 6

Read Genesis 8

Look closely at verse 20 to 22.

What was the purpose of the sacrifice?

What did God declare? Will everything now be perfect?

Why?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He creates out of nothing and renews what is decayed.

Day 7

Read Genesis 6:13

Imagine you knew that the end of the world was imminent. What would you do? What changes would you make to your life?

Prayer

Pray that we will be ready for the coming of our Lord.

Genesis 9

Day 1

Read Genesis 9

Look carefully at verses 1 to 3. 

How is this similar to chapter 1, particularly 1:28-30? 

What is now different? 

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He can recreate when all appears lost.

Day 2

Read Genesis 9

Look carefully at verses 4 to 7. 

God makes certain provisions and rules for this new creation. What are they? 

How do you account for them? (see Lev 17:14) 

It was thought in ancient pagan religions that blood was the life force of a creature and that by drinking it one could prolong life.

How violent was the world Noah and his family were rescued from? 

Why is human life so important to God?

Do these verses justify capital punishment?   

(see Ex 21:12-14; 28-32; Nu 35:16-32; Rom 13:3-4; 

1 Pet 2:13-14)

Prayer

Pray that we will treasure the lives of fellow humans in the same way that God does.

Day 3

Read Genesis 9

Look carefully at verses 8 to 17.

What covenant does God make?

With whom does He make it?

Are there any conditions?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He has chosen to love us, not because of anything we have done.


Day 4

Read Genesis 9

Look at the covenants in Gen 15:9-21; Gen 17; Ex 19-24; 

Nu 25:10-13; 2 Sam 7:5-16; Jer 31:31-34; Mt 26:28; Heb 8:6-8; Heb 9:15; Heb 12:24.

How does the covenant in Genesis 9 compare with future covenants? What similarities and differences are there?

Is there a development?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He keeps the promises He makes to us.

Day 5

Read Genesis 9

Look carefully at verses 18 to 20.

In what way do wee see the fulfillment of Lamech’s comment in 5:29? Is this the prospect of a bright future?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He is patient wanting us to turn back to Him.

Day 6

Read Genesis 9

Look carefully at verses 21 to 29.

What is the tragedy of this incident?

It’s suggested that Canaan (one of Ham’s sons) and his descendents were to be punished because they were going to be even worse than Ham (see Lev 18:2-3, 6-30).

After ‘zooming in’ on the life of Noah, verse 29 completes the genealogy of 5:3-32.

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He persists with us, even when we keep making mistakes.

Day 7

Read Genesis 9

Think back to moments in your life when things have gone terribly wrong and you’ve been given a fresh start. 

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He has chosen to love us, not because of anything we have done.

Genesis 10-11

Day 1

Read Genesis 10

In what ways is this a fulfillment of 9:1, 7?

What differences are there with the situation in chapters 1 and 2? 

Look carefully at verses 2 to 4.

It is believed the areas mentioned here comprise Eurasia, regions around the Black Sea, Western Asia Minor and Southern Greece. 

Is there any significance to living in coastal regions with the blessing of 9:27?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that in Him we can have a new beginning.

Day 2

Read Genesis 10

Look carefully at verses 6 to 20.

What do you find interesting about the sons of Cush, particularly in the light of Ham’s sin against his father and the later history of Israel?

Why is so much attention given to the descendants of Canaan? (see 9:24-27; 15:18-21)

How will the curse on Canaan be realized?  

Prayer

Thank and praise God He is sovereign and in control of the nations.

Day 3

Read Genesis 10

Look carefully at verses 21 to 32.

Eber is thought to be the ancestor to the Hebrews. The Ebla tablets constantly refer to a king named Ebrium. It is thought Ebrium and Eber were the same person.

How have things changed since the period of the Flood?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He causes us to grow and prosper.

Day 4

Read Genesis 11

Look carefully at verses 1 to 4.

What were the ambitions of this ancient community?

What was wrong with these ambitions?

Prayer

Pray that we won’t be arrogant and proud desiring to control events around us by ourselves.

Day 5

Read Genesis 11

Look carefully at verses 5 to 9.

How did God view the activity of these people?

What was in danger of happening?

What was God’s solution to the problem?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that loves us and is willing to discipline us for our own good.

Day 6

Read Genesis 11

Some have suggested that 11:1-9 is chronologically before chapter 10 and is therefore an explanation of how different languages developed and people were forced to scatter.

However we view this we have returned to a state of chaos and confusion. 

How might 11:10-32 be a reversal of this chaos? 

Prayer

Thank and praise God that in spite ofwidespread human rebellion His grace is far greater.

Day 7

Read Acts 1:1-13; Revelation 7:9-12

In what sense are these passages a reversal of Babel?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that through Jesus we are made one once again.


 

Genesis 12

Day 1

Read Genesis 12:1-3

Look closely at verse 1.

What was Abram told to do?

Is there a relationship between obedience and God’s blessing? Is this different from or the same as ‘salvation by works’? Why?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He has chosen us, but we have a responsibility to live His way.

Day 2

Read Genesis 12:1-3

Look closely at verse 2.

The promise that Abram will become a great nation implies that Abram will have many descendants and possess their own land. The Hebrew goy for nation suggests people inhabiting a geographical location and having a distinct political unit. 

Do we see the fulfillment of this promise an Abram’s time? Why? (see 13:1-18; 15:7-21)

When will it ultimately be fulfilled? (see Rev 21,22)

 Prayer
Thank and praise God that He fulfils His promises.

Day 3

Read Genesis 12:1-3

Look closely at verse 2.

Abram is also promised a great name. How is this contrasted with the situation in 6:4 and 11:4?

How is this promise ultimately fulfilled? (see Phil 2:6-11)

 Prayer
Thank and praise God that one day every knee will bow at the name of Jesus.

Day 4

Read Genesis 12:1-3

Look closely at verse 3.

God promises that those who curse Abram will be divinely ‘cursed’. How do we see this in the life of Abram? (see 12:17; 20:18; 14:1-16) 

Are there instances where we see this today?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that ultimately He protects us from our enemies.

Day 5

Read Genesis 12:1-3

Look closely at verse 3.

God also promises to bless those who bless Abram. 

How do we see this in Abram’s life? (see 14:18-20; 21:22-34)

Do we see this today? How?

Prayer

Thank and praise God that He blesses those who bless His own.

Day 6

Read Genesis 12:1-3

Look closely at verse 3.

The climax of this passage is the blessing of all the families of the earth through Abram. 

Will this happen in Abram’s lifetime? Why? (see 22:16-18)

What was the major obstacle to the fulfillment of this promise? (see 15:1-6; 16:1-18:15; 20:1-21:21) 

Prayer
Thank and praise God that even when things appear hopeless, His ways are perfect.

Day 7

Read Genesis 12:1-3

The New Testament is rich in references to Abraham.

How ultimately are the promises to Abraham fulfilled?

(see Matt 1:2-17; Matt 28:18-20; Acts 3:25-26; Rom 4; Gal 3; Heb 11:8-19) 

In what way is Jesus Abraham’s ‘seed’? In what way are we also his ‘seed’?

Prayer
Thank and praise God that all the promises to Abraham are fulfilled in Jesus and that we are blessed with the task of taking His blessing to all the families of the earth.

